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step aside while I examined the case of another officer who was also found under the same tree with him. That officer admitted in substance that he skulked from his regiment, and that he remained under the tree all night, that Capt. Findley remained with him, slept on the same blanket and cooked their breakfast together in the morning. I then told that officer to stand aside and sent for Capt. Findley, and asked him if the statement was true, which he had made me that after cooking his supper, he had left the place where he cooked it and spent the night in the trenches. He said he had made a mistake so far as spending the night in the trenches was concerned, that he in fact went to his regiment that night. I asked him if there was any reason if that statement was untrue why he should not be dismissed the service for lying, and he said "No." I then called up his companion and asked him to repeat the story when the Captain admitted it was so, that he had not returned to his regiment and had slept under that tree.
Therefore, for skulking and for lying I dismissed him the service. My judgment approved the measure of justice given him, and unless some palliation which you can not give, and which he has not, can be shown, I cannot reverse it nor recommend his reinstatement. I am grieved, sir, to state these particulars to you, his father, but your letter is of such a nature that I am bound to, for I do acknowledge the masonic obligation to aid a brother of the order in everything I can do save where it conflicts with my duty to my country and my God. I have the honor to be Very Respectfully
Your obedient Servt., BENJ. F. BUTLEB, Maj. Gen. Comd'g.
From Assistant Secretary of War Dana
War Department,   WAHEENQTON CITY, November 28&, 1864 [Not in chronological order]
Major General B. F. BUTLER, Comd'g. Army of the James
GENERAL: B. Paul Abat, a French subject, residing in New Orleans, and a member of the firm of Abat and Cushman, cotton-brokers, has presented to this Department a claim for damages done to certain property in Missouri. It appears from General Order No. 55, Head Quarters Department of the Gulf, August 4th, 1862, that Abat and Cushman with other cotton-brokers, published in the Crescent in October, 1861, a card advising planters not to send their produce to New Orleans, in order to induce foreign intervention in behalf of the rebellion.